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O tored into thè new equation.
Two decades later (2000) in "Bowling
Alone: The Collapse and Revival of
American Community", Robert Put-
nam, a sociologist who had analyzed
thè Italian regional systems for two
decades, detected thè following so-
cial trends in his own country.

Bowling alone

Americans were becoming increas-
ingly disconnected from their farni-
ly, friends, neighbors, and their dem-
ocratic structures.
Americans were even "bowling
alone." In other words, more Amer-
icans were stili bowling than ever be-
fore, but they were not bowling in
leagues or teams. Putnam showed
how changes in work, family struc-
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togetherness at thè "micro" level.
Putnam warned that Americans'
stock of social capitai - thè very fàb-
ric of Americans' connections with
each other - had plummeted, irn-
poverishing lives and cornmunities.
With this, thè "declining social capi-
tal" lead to thè continued and grow-
ing distrust in government, explain-
ing thè generai low voting turnouts
or thè rise of thè recent "Tea Party
movement." The "Tea Party" became
thè standard-bearer against a gov-
ernment seen as spendthrift and in-
vasi ve.
This trend triggered lower atten-
dance percentages (a 58% drop) at
club meetings; family dinners suffered
a 43% drop and even having friends
at homc, dcdined hy 35%, Pntnam
lòund. l'ul oiic. more liic.toi1 was work-
iii;1, il;; w.'iy ilii'i)ii;',li ihe demograph
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ten in 200» hy ihe'le.xas journalist Uill
Bishop (in collaboration with sociol-
ogist Robert Cushing), was becoming
thè landmark story of how America
has come to be, nowadays, a country
of swelling cultural division, eco-
nomie separation, and politicai po-
larization. Going far beyond thè sim-
plistic red state/blue state divide;,
Bishop marshaled originai data and
incisive reporting to show how Amer-
icans have "sorted" themselves geo-
graphically, economically, and pò-
litically into like-minded cornmuni-
ties over thè last three decades.
This is thè "Big Sort," thè self'-selee-
tion of people into increasingly like
minded communities at microscop
ic levels of society. This did noi
necessary mean that people wc.rc.
"bowling together," but mayhc llu-.y
were just living more closely lo
gether with their group affinitics.
So paradoxically, thè more di ve i M'
America becomes, thè more locai I v
homogenous it becomes.

More dividaci

States are now more dividaci. TI
vision between rural America
urban America has grown \ i< l
People have just kept "soiiiii
Bishop proclaimed, "American:;
clustered in communilic-s ol's,
ness, among people willi :;n
ways oflife, belic;fs and, in llic
politica."
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